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HOUSTON— Troy Aikman’s reaction
Tuesday was nearly identical to the one
he had 12 years ago when he was asked
arelated @:8&05 on the topic of the
Bears’ quarterback situation—or quan-
dary; if you will. .

Tt was before Super Bowl XXXIX in

" Jacksonville, Fla., that T asked him why Sid

Luckman still held the majority of significant
career-passing records for the franchise.
Aikmian slowly pushed back from the table,
turned toward me laughing and said he -

wanted an answer to the same question.

On Tuesday, Aikman and the Fox Sports
talent preparing for Super Bowl LI hada -

 free-forum media availability When I asked

the Hall of Fame quarterback about the Bears’
¢urrent QB predicament; he chuckled again—

NFL ANALYSTS AGREE: CU

through a number of coordinators and that

* certainly haso't helped.”

Aikman’s remarks were as kind as they
come for Cutler. While there was no clear- .
cut solution to the franchise’s quarterback

 situation, the consensus from Super Bowl LI

isit’s time for a change:

. Cutlerisunder contract through 2020, but
_ no guaranteed money remains in the deal and

the team could trade n.v.n release him and incar
only a $2 million salary-cap hit. The waiver

- system.opens Monday, but the Bears cannot -
" trade Cutler-unt#l Mérch 9 —the start of the

new league year. His tontract does not give

the Bears more financial freedom by remov-

ing him from the roster early. ’
Former Bears cornerback Charles Tillman,

" who launched a career with Fox this season,

believes Cutler’s time »n Halas H.u»:. r»m un

_its course.

“ think they: will mz.o_unzw mb& anew

E:mnwongoﬁ.eﬂg said. “The writing is

on, the i»: Hwow _Emwn rmﬁwno part ways.

tiime."... He probably
obably know that.”- .-
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had just finished ndnnﬁBm Texans quat-

terback Brock Osweiler when the subject
turned to Cutler.

“I dor’t like Cutler either. ... It’s time for
him to go,” Bradshaw said. “...Isaid on the
air one day watching him, “You know what,

- Jay? Youw've got a gorgeous wife. Beautiful

kids. You’re making $20 million a year. How
aboitt a smile?’

“*That’s a damn moom wov playing quarter-
back in the NFL, huh? How about a little ex-
citement? How about something from you?’
- “He’s just not an upper-echelon quarter-
back. He just isn't, He hasn’t proven it. He

can't carry a team. He never has. End of story” .

- Former Bears quarterback Kordell Stewart
also laughed at the question of what the
Bears should do at quasterback.

“Get another one,” Stewart said, “You

may have Tony Romo out there. He went to
. Eastern Illinois.” .

But despite having the mmBn alma mater

- as Bears general manager WE wumna, Romo’

turns 37 in April and has m@@nﬁom in only five
: m»Bnm in thie past two seasons.
.. “Hey, Romois _uos..ﬁ. than what they've

ACK

got,” Stewart said. “But they have Brian
Hoyer. He had, in all seriousness, a lot of suc-
cess in the short time he was in, Much more
productive than Jay Cutler. He took care of

- the football, which Jay wasr’t doing, ...

“[Despite the injuries], Tony Romo ...
that’s a great get. He can stretch the field, has
a gunslinger’s mentality and still has some
football left, at least a good three years.

“Cutler is probably the first quarterback
that showed a glimpse of something good as -
far as the coaching staffis concerned, believ-
ing in him. I mean, I was a part of the 50 quar-
terbacks they had over the last x5 or 20 years.”

Former Dallas and Miami head coach
Jimmy Johnson also advocated for a change.

“Woo,” Johnson said when the topic was
broached. “The Bears? Cutler has had alot
of opportunities with a lot of coaches. And
there is a reason why he’s had a lot of dif-
ferent opportunities with a lot of different

" coaches. He hasn't been successful with any

of them. He is a very talented individual but -
for some reason they haven't been able to mﬁ
over the hump.

“I'would say time for a new guy”



